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What is food security?

People are considered food secure when they have availability 
and adequate access at all times to sufficient, safe, nutritious 

food to maintain a healthy and active life.



What does VAM do?



1. Food Security Assessments

Comprehensive Food Security Assessments

• Nationwide

• Less frequent

• Face-to-face interviews

• Ex: CFSVA and National Household and 
Budget Survey (Government information)

Targeted Food Security Assessments

• Targeted to a certain population 

• More frequent

• Could be face-to-face interviews or via 
phone (mVAM)

• Ex: Vulnerability Assessment for Sahrawy
Refugees 

We can provide support in

Questionnaire Design Sampling
Data Collection 

Training

Data cleaning and 
analysis

Report Writing



2. Cost of the Diet and Fill the Nutrient Gap 
Assessments (in collaboration with Nutrition Unit)

Current local diet needs to be 
complemented 

Options to fill the gap (based 
on context)

Local Diet

• Low dietary diversity
• Cereal / legume based
• Limited energy and nutrient 

density

Nutrient gap in
the local diet 

Required Nutrient Intake

1. Natural foods

2. Fortified foods 

3. Special Nutritious Foods

4. Cash based solutions (ex.: 
social safety nets)

5. Food Subsidies (subsidies 
reform)



3. SNAP
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How does VAM work relate to targeting?



Using the assessments available, we can prioritize 
through:

Household 
Targeting

Geographic 
Targeting

Community 
Based 

Targeting



Geographic targeting



How has VAM cooperated with 
Governments?



2. Egypt

• The Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS) has incorporated 
the food security module in the Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIECS) –
conducted every 3 years

• We developed SISMod and currently awaiting Government’s adoption 

• We built capacity of CAPMAS on the Geospatial Platform for Sustainable Development 

• Won the Sheikh Khalifa Excellence Award for Best Smart E-Gov Application in 2016

• Won the Special Achievement in GIS (SAG) Award in 2017 (USA)

• Received a Shield of the Effective Partnership with the Government of Egypt

• We developed a Geospatial Platform in the Ministry of Social Solidarity

• We strengthened the capacity of the Ministry of Supply and Internal Trade to 
implement efficient and effective social protection systems in Egypt

• We developed a Geospatial Platform in the Ministry of Education



3. Jordan

• We trained Government staff on how to conduct food security 
assessments

• The Government incorporated the food security module in the 
Household Expenditure and Income Survey

• We conducted an Economic Impact Study on Direct and Indirect Impact 
of the WFP Food Voucher Programme

• We developed a Needs Assessment of Displaced Syrians in Jordan Study



4. Tajikistan

• We are developing an online Atlas for the Government that would 
include a comprehensive list of indicators to make better informed 
policy decisions.

• In collaboration with the Nutrition team, we developed a Fill the 
Nutrient Gap Assessment to recommend interventions that would 
improve nutrient intake using existing social safety net platforms. 

• The Government has received Green Climate Funding which will require 
WFP support in capacity building activities to respond to climate change 



5. Kyrgyzstan

• The Government has incorporated the food security module in the 
Kyrgyz Integrated Household Survey (KIHS)

• We are supporting the Government in technically reviewing the 
methodology of their targeting tool (possible use geographic targeting).

• We are building capacity of the Government on food security and 
nutrition analysis jointly with FAO.



THANK YOU !


